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The following annual reports were read and referred to the 
Publication Committee : — 



REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY. 

The Recording Secretary respectfully reports that during the 
year ending November 30, 1884, thirty-two members and twenty- 
two correspondents have been elected. 

Resignations of membership have been received and accepted, 
on the usual conditions, from J. Henry Simes and John Shallcross. 

The deaths of eleven members and six correspondents have 
been announced. As these have been duly recorded in the Pro- 
ceedings under the date of announcement, the names are not here 
repeated. 

Thirty-three papers have been presented for publication, as 
follows : N. A. Randolph, 2 ; Miss S. G. Foulke, 2 ; David S. Jordan, 
2 ; Angelo Heilprin, 2 ; Theo. Gill, 2 ; Seth E. Meek and Robert 
Newland, 2 ; Seth E. Meek and David K. Goss, 2 ; Seth E. Meek, 
1 ; Seth E. Meek and Martin L. Hoffman, 1 ; Andrew J. Parker, 
1 ; Benjamin Sharp, 1 ; Joseph Swaim and Seth E. Meek, 1 ; Rev. 
H. C. McCook, 1 ; Thomas Meehan, 1 ; Otto Meyer, 1 ; Rafael 
Arango, 1 ; Eugene N. S. Ringueberg, 1 ; Jos. Willcox, 1 ; Edw. 
Potts, 1 ; Henry J. Carter, 1 ; Frederick D. Chester, 1 ; D. G. 
Brinton, 1 ; Henry F. Osborn, 1 ; Herman Strecker, 1 ; Asa Gray, 
l,and F. Lamson Scribner, 1. 

These have all been printed in the Proceedings. 

One hundred and twenty-eight pages of the Proceedings for 

1883, and two hundred and sixty-four pages of the volume for 

1884, have been printed and distributed, the latter being illus- 
trated by six plates. Eighty-five pages of the Journal have also 
been published, completing the first part of the ninth volume. 
These pages contain the conclusion of A. J. Garrett's paper on 
Society Island Mollusca, illustrated by two lithographic plates, 
containing one hundred and fifty-two figures, and a valuable paper 
by Professor Heilprin, on the Tertiary Geology of the Eastern and 
Southern United States, illustrated by a colored map. The Pub- 
lication Committee has recently been compelled by lack of means 
to decline a contribution to the Journal of a valuable paper, not- 
withstanding the fact that a series of beautiful illustrative plates 
were offered free of expense, except for printing. 
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Twenty-two foreign societies have been added to the exchange 
list, making now a total of 335 societies and journals, to which 
the numbers of the Proceedings are sent by mail as they are 
issued. Fifty-two of these receive also the Journal. Letters 
applying for deficiencies, and proposing exchange of publications 
as noted in the report of the Librarian, have been productive of 
the most gratifying returns. 

The average attendance at the meetings during the year has 
been twenty-seven. Verbal communications have been made by 
twenty-six members ; they have been for the most part published 
in the Proceedings. 

The most important event in the history of the Academy 
during the past year, was the passage of an amendment to the 
charter by means of which the Society is empowered to hold a 
larger annual income than heretofore. The preliminary step to 
the securing of such an amendment was taken by the meeting 
held December 4, 1883, when the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were adopted by a unanimous vote : — 

Whereas, The limit of the yearly income of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, fixed by the charter at eight 
thousand dollars, is, in the opinion of the members, insufficient 
for the necessary requirements of the corporation, therefore — 

Besolved, That the officers of the Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Philadelphia be, and they are hereby authorized and empow- 
ered and requested to petition in due form the proper Court in 
Philadelphia, under the Act of Assembly of Pennsylvania, enti- 
tled "An Act to provide for the incorporation and regulation of 
certain corporations," approved the 29th day of April, A. D. 
18T4, to so amend the charter of said corporation as to enable the 
Academy to hold a much larger income, as follows, to wit : By 
striking out, in the proviso to Section I of said Charter, after the 
word " income," the following words — " of such estate shall not 
exceed eight thousand dollars, nor," and insert in lieu thereof the 
following words, " from the real estate shall not exceed twenty 
thousand dollars ; nor shall the income of the corporation " — so 
that the proviso to said Section I, as amended, shall read as fol- 
lows : "Provided, That the annual income from the real estate shall 
not exceed twenty thousand dollars ; nor shall the income of the 
corporation be applied to any other purpose than those for which 
this corporation is formed." 
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After the required formalities had been complied with, the 
consent of the Court to the amendment applied for was 
announced to the Academy at the meeting held January 22, 1884, 
and at the following meeting, the thanks of the society were 
tendered, by resolution, to Mr. Uselma C. Smith, its solicitor, 
for his services in securing such action. 

Chapter I, Article 6, and Chapter XVI, Article 4, of the By- 
Laws were amended by the meeting held October 28, as reported 
at length under that date on page 261 of the Proceedings. 

On January 29, resolutions providing for an increase of the 
building fund of the Academy, were adopted, and on February 19 
a committee, consisting of Dr. W. S. W. Ruschenberger, Dr. Chas. 
Schaffer, Mr. Geo. W. Tryon, Jr., Prof. Angelo Heilprin, and Dr. 
Horace P. Jayne, with power to increase the number, was 
appointed to carry the resolutions into effect. 

Resolutions expressive of the Academy's interest in biological 
instruction, and urging the desirability of the endowment of 
biological professorships in connection with the Society, were 
adopted February 26. 

At the meeting held March 18, a communication from Dr. 
William Pepper, proposing the establishment of a Biological 
Institute, to be under the joint control of the University of 
Pennsylvania and the Academy, was referred to the Council for 
consideration and report. While the subject was still under con- 
sideration, and before the Academy was called upon to take 
definite action upon it, a letter was received from Dr. Pepper 
acknowledging, on behalf of the Trustees of the University, the 
courtesy with which their former communication had been 
received, but expressing the belief that " it is, for the present at 
least, wiser for the University to pursue independently the 
development of the special field of biological work and teaching 
devolving upon her." Further consideration of the desirability 
of the proposed joint government was thereupon suspended, and 
the operations of the Academy's Committee on Instruction were 
carried on independently, as set forth in the reports of the 
several professors herewith presented. 

Dr. Benjamin Sharp was elected Professor of Invertebrate 
Zoology January 29, and delivered his inaugural lecture on 
February 3. 

Dr. D. Gr. Brinton was elected Professor of Ethnology and 
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Archaeology February 26, and opened his course in a lecture 
delivered before the Academy April 4. 

The resignation of Dr. J. Gibbons Hunt as Professor of 
Microscopic Technology was received and accepted May 27. 
His successor has not yet been appointed. 

At the meeting of the Council held November 24, Mr. Jacob 
Binder was appointed Curator of the Wm. S. Vaux Collections, 
to serve, in compliance with the Articles of Agreement, during 
the ensuing twelve months. Mr. Binder accepted the position 
and declined receiving a compensation for his services. A reso- 
lution expressive of the Academy's appreciation of Mr. Binder's 
efficient discharge of the duties of his position during the past 
year, was adopted by the meeting held November 25. 

During the meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, held in September, the museum and 
library of the Academy were visited by many of the attending 
members, and by representatives of the British Association. 
The Academy is to be congratulated on having been able to add 
materially to the interest of the important occasion, both by the 
extent of its library and museum, and the receptions and excur- 
sions given under the auspices of its Botanical, and Biological 
and Microscopical Sections. The generous support given by the 
citizens of Philadelphia to the Local Committee, in its endeavor 
to provide fittingly for the meeting referred to, is an encouraging 
indication of an intelligent interest in science, and consequently 
in the welfare of the Academy and kindred institutions. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Edw. J. Nolan, 

Becording Secretary. 



REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

The duties of the Corresponding Secretary, as defined by our 
laws, show very little variety from year to year. It is, however, 
gratifying to note that the number of societies with which we 
are in correspondence shows a notable increase. The trans- 
mission of our publications by mail, begun last year, places us 
in closer relation with foreign societies ; many of them have 
agreed to reciprocate, while a few prefer the old method of trans- 
mission, for reasons which have been read at various times. 



